
Navigating the RWQCB Drinking Water Well Requirement 
A Drinking Water Well is any well that is used for human consumption. If any well on your property is used for human consumption, please follow 

the chart under ‘YES.’ If your well is not used for human consumption, please follow the chart under ‘NO.’  
 
 DO YOU HAVE A DRINKING WATER WELL? 

(Located on your TBWQC enrolled Parcel) 

Step 1: Complete the Drinking Water Well 
Information Sheet noting that you do NOT have any 
Drinking Water Wells on the enrolled parcels and 
send it back to the Regional Board. 

YES NO 

Step 1: Complete the Drinking Water Well Information Sheet. 
Step 2: Contact your local Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (ELAP) Lab for sampling supplies. 
Step 3: Sample your Drinking Water Well. 

 

 

 

 

No Further Action is Required 
After receiving the results for your Drinking Water Well please follow the 

provided guidelines for the next step(s). 

If your Drinking Water Well 
tested equal to or less than 
10mg/L but greater than 

8mg/L, please do the following: 

   

If your Drinking Water Well tested greater 
than 10mg/L, please do the following:  

   

Continue to sample your 
Drinking Water Well annually. 

   Samples and forms are due 
annually to the Regional Board 

by December 31st. 

   

Within 10 days of receiving the Laboratory Results, 
landowner MUST notify the Drinking Water Well end 

user(s) of the nitrate exceedance using the    
Drinking Water Well Notification Template. 

   

Return a copy of the Signed Drinking Water Well 
Notification Template to the Regional Board.  

   

If your Drinking Water Well tested 
equal to or less than 8mg/L, please 

do the following:  

   

Continue to sample your 
Drinking Water Well annually. 

   

If your nitrate sample is less than 
8mg/L for three consecutive years you 
are now not required to test annually 

and can test on a five-year basis. 

   

*If your Drinking Water Well sample were to ever come back in a different range (of the three possible ranges listed above) from a previous year, the annual 
procedure requirement(s) will be altered. 

For example: In 2020; your Drinking Water Well sample tested 8mg/L, which states you need to submit a sample annually. In 2022 your sample tested 7mg/L, you now need to 
look under the “less than 8mg/L” range requirements, which states you need to have three consecutives years of less than 8mg/L to move to sampling every five years. 

   

No future sampling and reporting are required. 

   

https://ajera.4-creeks.com/#_1573596307938?V=Home&T=194&H=4800c20000https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/water_issues/irrigated_lands/drinking_water/dw_notification_temp.pdf

